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by Elias Stimac

mmy award-winning actress-singer-

dancer Jennifer Jiles is really hitting
herstride—so to speak—in her
performing career. Known as the
Jewish Rockette, she has taken her

| experiences working as a chorus girl for
the Radio City Music Hall Rockettes and
turned them into a one-woman show,
Kicking & Screaming. In the solo piece,
liles portrays a myriad of personalities, 25
characters in all, offering behind-the-
scenes glimpses as what it's like to be a
part of the world’s most glamorous dance
troupe. The play enjoyed a successful run
at Dillon’s in Manhattan last November,
and is currently being considered for a
transfer to a larger venue.

Judging from all the public response
and media attention Jiles has been
getting, moving the stage show should
be a worthwhile venture. She has been

seen recently in the pages of New York
Magazine and on television appearing
on The WB Morning Show (where she
taught the host secrets behind those
high kicks the Rockettes are known for).

Performing is only one facet of Jiles’
life, however. She is active in many
outside pursuits, and keeps busy with
community and charitable efforts. The
Poughkeepsie, New York, native serves
as a celebrity emissary on benefit
programs for The Valerie Fund, has
participated in children’s events for the
Make-A-Wish Foundation and The
National Center for Disabilities Service,
and even makes time for a student
reading program once a week.

Jiles is well aware that kids need
encouragement in their artistic
aspirations. Raised in a secular Jewish
home, she recalls her early ambitions.
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“| used to dance around all over the
place, so my mom put me in ballet class.
When | got there, | found out that
dancing was a real thing, not
something | just did all the time for no
reason. It was interesting to discover
that there were actual names to the
steps | was improvising!”

Feedback from instructors helped Jiles
realize that she was a natural-born dancer.
“To this day, it's the essence of me.”

Dancing helped liles to not only find
an outlet for her endless energy, but
develop in other ways as well.
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“I was the only Jewish Rockette. And | played
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Mother Mary in the Nativity at Radio City.
Finally, they had a real authentic Jewish virgin!”

“As most performers, | looked for
approval from the audience. But as a
kid, especially having divorced parents, |
also looked for approval from my family.
I am the youngest of three and
everyone in my family can recall my
‘shows’ in front of the fireplace in the
living room, where | danced and danced
and reminded everyone to ‘Look at me!
Look at me!”

Once she graduated from the
School of Arts at SU.NY. Purchase, it
didn’t take Jiles long to move to the Big
Apple and jump into the daily routine
of auditioning and
performing. Among
her many stage
successes, she
landed the
national tour of

The Odd Couple, starring Tim Conway
and Tom Poston; a production of Mame,
starring Samantha Eggar and Shani
Wallis; and the role of Portia in The
Merchant of Venice.

On the small screen, Jiles
performed on CBS’s Late Show with
David Letterman, the daytime dramas
As The World Turns and Guiding Light,
and A&E’s 100 Centre Street.
Moviegoers caught her in Eric Bross’
feature film Restaurant, starring
Adrien Brody. Her list of commercial
and voice-over credits includes
spots for Pizza Hut with Queen
Latifah and Kmart with Martha
Stewart. She has been heard on
Lifetime Network, TLC,
Nickelodeon, the Discovery
Channel and the Hallmark
Channel. She is also a familiar presence

at corporate shows, having been hired
by companies such as Canon, IBM,
and Astrozenica.

These days, she is “conducting”
her career by taking matters into
her own hands.“My ‘bread and
butter’is doing commercial
voice-overs, live corporate

industrial shows and
small partson TV.1
think Kicking &
Screaming may help
me pull me away
from the pack, so to
speak, and expand
those TV assignments
to guest-starring
roles or maybe even a
movie deal:

“My Big Fat Rockette
Story”has a nice ring
to it!”
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Her religious background was quite
ironic given her character assignments
in the Rockette Christmas Spectacular.
“l was the only Jewish Rockette. And |
played Mother Mary in the Nativity at
Radio City. Finally, they had a real

[n

authentic Jewish virgin

Now that she is an ex-Rockette, liles is
free to spend more time doing her
work for charity.“l have a few favorite
children’s charities. | got connected to
them while I was the kids’ show host
for the New York Mets, on DYNAMETS!
| hosted DYNAMETS! in the ‘off-season’
from the Rockettes. She also won an
Emmy award for that endeavor.

“The Valerie Fund is based in New
Jersey and helps underprivileged kids
with cancer and blood disorders. There
are six clinics in hospitals and all the
treatment, doctors and therapists are
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“l used to dance around all
over the place, so my mom put
me in ballet class. When | got
there, | found out that dancing
was a real thing, not
something | just did all the
time for no reason.”

paid for from the money raised. There is  starring lots of major

also the most amazing sleep-away sports celebrities. |

camp every year called Camp Happy co-host the spoof

Times, where the kids can play sports show which is the

and do arts and crafts and perform in highlight of the evening, must say! The

the talent show, all while under where pro football players <tudents are hilarious!

the care of doctors and dress in tutus, hockey And it’s nice to be around down-to-
nurses.” Readers can check players tap dance, and earth people who know what is

even Joe Frazier makes
an appearance! It's a
blast as the kids

out the worthy
organization at
wwwuyaleriefund.org.

important in life. Kids naturally see
through everything!”
She also does occasional work with

Jiles also assists are also Make-A-Wish. “And I'm now involved in
The National Center incorporated a new charity which helps the
for Disabilities into the show.” orphaned kids in Kenyal! It's called
Services in Jiles'is ‘Expanding Opportunities,and can be
Albertson, Long also a “BookPal,” ~ found on the Web at www.exop.org.
Island. “They as part of the SAG They build homes, provide schooling
Foundation.“l read to and medical assistance for the street
kids at PS.11in Chelsea, a kids who were abandoned because they
school that doesn't even have  parents died of AIDS. | hope one day to
an open library! My two actually make the trip there.”

classes are comprised of

Special Ed kids, and | read u
have a school to them once a week. As far as Jiles' long-term goals, she
called the Henry Certainly, it is my favorite  would be happy to move Kicking &
Viscardi School, covering hour of the week, | Screaming into an 800-seat theater.

grades kindergarten through 12
for kids with all sorts of physical
disabilities—from CP to severe
skin disorders. They just need
some extra help, physical
therapy, special computers,
ramps, etc. | helprun a
Celebrity Sports Night

every Spring, hosted by

John Dockery, directed by
Jolo Starbuck and

“Then the producers and cable
executives who are interested in
presenting my show to HBO can get to
work! I would love to share my story
with millions of people.”

In the meantime, those millions of
people can contact liles through her
website at www.jenniferjiles.com and
chart her progress as she keeps
making strides toward career and
personal success.
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