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Screaming’

Former Rockette’s
one-woman show benefits
Handi-Racket Tennis
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You could make a good argument that Jennifer Jiles was
born 1o the spotlight. “As a kid it was always. ‘Look at me?
‘Look at me!” around the house,” says the former Music City
Radio Fall Rockette
Seon enough her mother carted her off to dance classes. 1
started dancing when | was five,” says Jiles. “'I got mare serious
about it in high school. | loved ballet. Both of my parents were
professionals. They made me go to college. | tricked them. |
picked a college (SUNY-Purchase) where I didnt have to do
anything but dance.™
Right after college. she made a beeline to New York and be-
came a Rockette. Her debut at the fabled Radio City Music Hall
isindelible. “It's one of the biggest theatres in the world — 6,000
seats — and one of the most beautiful. The most thrilling part
was going into that kick line. It was such a thrill.
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Jennifer Jiles,

a former Radio City

Music Hall Rockette, will
perform her one woman show
“Kicking and Screaming”
Saturday at 5 p.m. at Turtle Lane
Playhouse in Newton.
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She’s ‘Kicking and Screaming’
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Suddenly the “Look at me!”
girl from Poughkeepsie, NY.,
was getting steady work. In a
touring production of “The Odd
Couple” starring Tim Conway
and Tom Poston, Jiles played one
of the Pigeon sisters. “That was
my big break.” Working with
Conway meant a lot to Jiles be-
cause “Carol Burnett was my
idol.” Conway would enthrall
Jiles with stories about doing
Burnett's legendary TV show.
“Nim was a dream to work
with,” says Jiles.

She spent six years as a Rock-
ette in the *90s before branching
into theatre. She landed the role
of Portia in “Merchant of
Venice.” The New York Times, in
a review, said “her glittering in-
telligence added great depth” to
the role.

Jiles also toured with
“Mame” starring Samatha Eg-
gers.

One thing that struck Jiles
was that she was constantly
being asked what it was like
being a Rockette. A thought oc-
curred: Why not tell the story on
stage? Thus began her one-
woman show, “Kicking and
Screaming,” which Jiles will
perform at Newton's Turtle
Lane Playhouse Safurday at
S5pm.

The show is a benefit for
Handi-Racket Tennis which
supports handicapped athletes
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Jennifer Jiles will perform her one-woman show, “Kicking and
Screaming,” Saturday at 5 p.m. at Turtle Lane Playhouse in Newton
to benefit the Handi-Racket Tennis program at the Longfellow Club

in Wayland, the longest running instructional tennis program in
New England for people with disabilities.

and is involved with Mas-
sachusetts Special Olympics.

“I do 21 characters in the
show,” says Jiles. The little girl
that craved the spotlight finally
has one solely on her. “I wanted
to be the ONE,

Jiles. “They were in their 40s,
early 50s. For dancers, that's
old. I was one of the new girls,
inmy 20s.” It was an awkward

time.
Jiles has done soaps, includ-
ing “Guiding

not one of 36 Light” and “As
(dancers). The “I(!g;d:rlg aggc Slczresaming" The World
show is loosely urday, Dec. 12, 5 p.m. Turns.” She's
based on some p LrCLdeRanoe Nevn o150 found
of the Rockettes  vww.tutielone.org, 617.2440169 ~ work in TV
I knew. It start- commercials
ed as asketch comedy. Ididitin  and voice-overs.

comedy clubs. Four yearslaterI ~ There’s even a sporting angle

got it Off-Broadway.”

Of course there is plenty of bi-
ographical information in the
show. To be a Rockette depends
a great deal on how you look.
“The first thing is you .get
weighed in,” says Jiles. “They
keep track of your weight and
looks. 1 got a letter that said I
had to lose one pound. I still
have that letter.”

Jiles has five songs in “Kick-
ing and Screaming.” The most
poignant one is the showstop-
per about three older Rockettes
who might be losing their jobs.
“I was there when they were
trying to get rid of them,” says

to her career. She did a baseball
show for kids which involved
the New York Mets. “T'd inter-
view the players,” says Jiles.
She names one: Mookie Wilson,
then says “Sorry.”

Wilson is infamous in Red Sox
history for being the Met who
hit the ground ball that went
through Bill Buckner’s legs in
the 1986 World Series and that
sent Red Sox fans kicking and
screaming into the streets.

Jiles' “Kicking and Scream-
ing” Saturday promises to be a
lot kinder, and entertaining.

Contact Lenny Megliola at
lennymegs@aol.com



